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INTRODUCTION

Research has shown many benefits to wellbeing and reading dogs in school settings. Croft Junior School
have introduced the use of a dog into the inclusion provision at school. This policy is designed to set out to
pupils, parents, staff and visitors the reasons for having a school dog and the rules and responsibilities to
ensure the safety of pupils, staff, visitors and the school dog. Although there is a risk in bringing a dog into a
school environment, this can be mitigated against with a robust risk assessment to ensure the safety of all
pupils, parents, staff and visitors. The dog lives with a member of staff within the school and has been
chosen for the general characteristics of its breed - great with children, very sociable, unaggressive and low
shedding.

BENEFITS OF A SCHOOL DOG

School dogs have been proven to help develop pupils’ reading skills, improve behaviour, attendance and
academic confidence, as well as increasing student understanding of responsibility and in the development
of empathy and nurturing skills. At Croft Junior School, we hope that a school dog will be a beneficial
addition to our therapeutic offer in addition to the interventions we already offer.

Animal assisted interventions can:
e Support emotional regulation through the positive impact on the autonomic nervous system
e Improve motivation for learning, resulting in improved outcomes
e Aid literacy development
e Teach empathy and appropriate interpersonal skills
¢ Help individuals develop social skills
e Improve a child’s ability to pick up on social cues which are imperative to human relationships

Research into the effects of wellbeing dogs in schools is showing a range of benefits including:

e Increase in school attendance

e Improved confidence

e Decreased pupil anxiety resulting in improvements in learning, such as increases in reading and
writing outcomes

e Improved motivation to learn

e Enhanced relationships with peers and teachers due to experiencing trust and unconditional positive
interactions with a dog

e Helping children learn how to express their feelings and enter into more trusting relationships

¢ Increase social skills and self-esteem

e Teach responsibility and respect to all life

RESPONSIBILITIES

Pupils will:
o Not have sole responsibility for, or be left alone with the dog
e Meet the dog in a group of no more than three children, following ‘approach, ask, pet, goodbye’
e Be reminded of what is appropriate behaviour around the dog every time they meet them
o Always remain calm
e Be gentle
¢ Not put their face near the dog’s
o Not disturb a dog that is eating or sleeping
¢ Always approach the dog standing up
e Wash their hands before and after stroking and handling the dog
¢ Not eat around the dog

The dog will:
e Be in school only if perfectly well/healthy
¢ Be kept on a lead when moving between classrooms or on a walk

e Be under the full control and supervision of an adult at all times
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e Be kept in a specified area with a quiet area for resting
¢ Be fully trained to mat
e Have had all injections

School staff will:

o Always make sure the dog is on a lead when moving between classrooms and is and supervised when
children are present

e Check with all present before the dog’s lead is removed

e Remind pupils of what is appropriate behaviour around the dog before any interaction

e Monitor the dog’s behaviour and body language, and remove the dog from any situation if they start
to display warning signs... e.g. growling or baring of teeth indicates that the dog feels threatened or
angry. Flattened ears, tail lowered or between their legs, hiding behind their owner, whining or
growling are signs that the dog is frightened or nervous

e Clean any dog foul immediately

¢ Inform visitors or new pupils of the dog on arrival

e Build in plenty of rest breaks for the dog

The dog owner will (and school staff will check):
e Ensure all training is up-to-date
e Ensure the dog is up-to-date with all medical treatments such as flea and worm treatment

Should a bite occur (even playfully):
e Parents will be contacted as soon as possible
e The wound will be cleaned and covered with a sterile, non-sticky dressing
e Medical attention/advice will be sought
o All staff will be informed
o A full investigation will take place
e The dog will stop visits pending a full investigation

Monitoring

This policy will be reviewed every three years with the risk assessment reviewed at least annually.
There will be a review of any incidents involving a dog at the point it happens.
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