
Risk Assessment Form 

Risk Assessment for: Outdoor Learning / Forest School

Service Cro$ Junior School Team / Sec4on Inclusion / Enrichment

Assessment Date October 2023 Review Date March 2026 Reference Number CJSFS01

What are the 
hazards 

(i.e. what can cause 
harm)

Who might be 
harmed and how? 

(e.g. employees, 
pupils, members of 
the public, etc. and 

the significant 
risk(s))?

What exis4ng control measures are 
in place to reduce / prevent the 

risk? 
(i.e. what are you already doing?)

Considering 
exis4ng controls, 

what is the current 
risk level 

(i.e. high, medium 
or low – use the 
matrix above)

Further Ac4on to be taken to 
control the risk? 

(i.e. only record ac@on/addi@onal 
controls measures you are going to 

implement) 

Assigned to Completed  by 
whom & when

Walk ing to/from/ 
around the wooded 
area - not staying 
with an adult whilst 
o u t s i d e o f t h e 
classroom. 

Losing contact with a 
pupil  

Staff Member/Adult lead to carry out 
regular head counts and have contact 
with the indoor school team by carrying 
and using a walkie talkie. Gates leading 
to external exits to remain locked. –  
Pupils to be reminded of the outdoor 
rules of staying safe and being sensible

LOW

Walking to/from/ 
around the wooded 
area - Slip/trip 
hazards on uneven or 
wet surfaces due to 
outdoor, all weather 
condiSons. 

Injury/harm to 
themselves (pupils) / 
others and staff 
members

Staff member/adult to remind pupils of 
outdoor rules. No running, pushing or 
any unsafe pracSce will be tolerated. We 
must all be responsible and explore 
safely.  
First Aid kit to be carried by adult at all 
Smes.  
LeXers sent home to remind parents / 
carers to provide appropriate footwear 
and clothing.

LOW Spare footwear available in school L Harris L Harris 
April, 25
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Cuts and Scratches 
from thorns/
branches/twigs -  
Cuts/scratches to 
hands/arms/legs or 
face 
Children whilst 
exploring / Moving 
around the Garden / 
Wooded area

Pupils / Staff

Pupils to be reminded to check a plant, 
bush, tree or sSck before handling. 
Gloves to be available and worn if 
needed. Pupils to be reminded not to 
bend and release branches or throw 
sScks to avoid harm to others. 

LOW

IngesSon of 
poisonous plants -  
Illness through 
digesSon, inhalaSon 
and injecSon 
(Thorns). Poisons 
through stems, 
berries, leaves, bulbs 
and seeds.

Children and  staff 
members

Pupils to be educated of poisonous Flora 
clear rules not to ingest anything that 
they do not recognise as edible. Adult to 
ensure regular hand washing and gloves 
made available where required.  
Refer to - Inges@on of Poisonous Plants 
Method statement ac@on and ID Log.

LOW Check whether such plants on site AM Keane

Contact with 
poisonous plants 
Mechanical Irritants - 
Irritant being caused 
by a physical part of 
the plant. Including 
thorns, spines, sharp 
edges on leaves.

Children and staff 
members

Pupils to be educated of poisonous 
Flora. Clear rules not to touch anything 
that they do not recognise. Adult to 
ensure regular hand washing and gloves 
made available where required. Regular 
idenSficaSon of regular used areas to 
idenSfy risk plants. Refer to - Contact 
with poisonous Plants Method 
Statement ac@on and ID Log.

LOW

What are the 
hazards 

(i.e. what can cause 
harm)

Who might be 
harmed and how? 

(e.g. employees, 
pupils, members of 
the public, etc. and 

the significant 
risk(s))?

What exis4ng control measures are 
in place to reduce / prevent the 

risk? 
(i.e. what are you already doing?)

Considering 
exis4ng controls, 

what is the current 
risk level 

(i.e. high, medium 
or low – use the 
matrix above)

Further Ac4on to be taken to 
control the risk? 

(i.e. only record ac@on/addi@onal 
controls measures you are going to 

implement) 

Assigned to Completed  by 
whom & when
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Insect Bites and 
SSngs 
Minor irritaSon and/
or allergic reacSon

Minor irritaSon and/or 
allergic reacSon to 
children and staff.

Remain calm and move away slowly if 
you encounter wasps, hornets or bees – 
don’t wave your arms around or swat at 
them. 

Cover exposed skin – if you’re outside at 
a Sme of day when insects are 
parScularly acSve, such as sunrise or 
sunset, cover your skin by wearing long 
sleeves and trousers. 

Shoes to be worn unless bare footed 
acSvity - check area for suitability. 

Be careful around flowering 
plants, rubbish, compost, stagnant 
water, and in outdoor areas where food 
is served. 

Never disturb insect nests – if a nest is is 
discovered, arrange to have it removed 
(GOV.UK has details about pest control 
services and how your local council can 
help). 

Keep food and drink covered when 
eaSng or drinking outside, parScularly 
sweet things – wasps or bees can also 
get into open drink boXles or cans 
you’re drinking from. 

Refer to - Contact with poisonous Plants 
Method Statement acSon sheet and ID 
Log

LOW

Educate children about risk away from 
school 

Check MIS for those unable to use insect 
repellent.  
Apply insect repellent to exposed skin –
 repellents that contain 50% DEET 
(diethyltoluamide) are most effecSve. 

Avoid using products with strong 
perfumes, such as soaps, shampoos and 
deodorants – these can aXract insects. 

L Harris

What are the 
hazards 

(i.e. what can cause 
harm)

Who might be 
harmed and how? 

(e.g. employees, 
pupils, members of 
the public, etc. and 

the significant 
risk(s))?

What exis4ng control measures are 
in place to reduce / prevent the 

risk? 
(i.e. what are you already doing?)

Considering 
exis4ng controls, 

what is the current 
risk level 

(i.e. high, medium 
or low – use the 
matrix above)

Further Ac4on to be taken to 
control the risk? 

(i.e. only record ac@on/addi@onal 
controls measures you are going to 

implement) 

Assigned to Completed  by 
whom & when
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Using Tools 
Injury from Misuse or 
lack of safe working 
space.

Children and staff 
members

Ensure correct PPE - Gloves provided 
when required. Ensure safe working 
posiSons, distance, safe carry, guard use 
and placement. Adult lead to show 
equipment use for a new user.

MEDIUM Adult supervision increased L Harris

Loose Material Play 

Slips/Trips 

Injury from misuse or 
incompetent moving 
of equipment 

Collisions and sudden 
failure or collapse of 
built items

Children and staff 
members

Ensure staff training on equipment use. 
Play policies that reflect expectaSons of 
use. Good design and construcSon 
builds, inspecSon from staff. 

MEDIUM

Rope Play 

Rope snapping or 
knot failure. 

Branch or Tree 
snapping, bending or 
uprooSng. 

Falls to floor from 
height.

Children and staff 
members

Staff to Risk assess trees, equipment, 
floor surface and obstacles. Feet to be 
under head height. Good group briefing 
on safe pracSce. Ensure group 
competence. No children to be helped 
onto equipment. Ropes used to be 
inspected before use.

MEDIUM

What are the 
hazards 

(i.e. what can cause 
harm)

Who might be 
harmed and how? 

(e.g. employees, 
pupils, members of 
the public, etc. and 

the significant 
risk(s))?

What exis4ng control measures are 
in place to reduce / prevent the 

risk? 
(i.e. what are you already doing?)

Considering 
exis4ng controls, 

what is the current 
risk level 

(i.e. high, medium 
or low – use the 
matrix above)

Further Ac4on to be taken to 
control the risk? 

(i.e. only record ac@on/addi@onal 
controls measures you are going to 

implement) 

Assigned to Completed  by 
whom & when
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Fires and Cooking 

Burns. Falling into 
fire. Hot equipment 
and liquids Spping. 
Scalds from boiling 
liquids and steam. 
Explosive stones or 
natural materials. 
Toxins or Food 
poisoning. Allergic 
reacSons. 

Children and staff 
members

Good group control by staff. Long hair 
Sed back. Contain the fire with a fire pit 
reducing the size of risk. Exclusion zone 
for fire. Children not to have constant 
seaSng in the smoke direcSon. Fires to 
be put out before leaving site. Gloves 
provided. Environmental controls. Food 
hygiene controls. Allergy awareness. 
Food preparaSon tools to be managed 
well.

MEDIUM

ConsideraSon of nearby classrooms 
affected by smoke. 

If wind blows smoke towards the 
building, windows to be shut or fire to 
be exSnguished. 

L Harris

Tree Climbing/ 
Climbing obstacles 

Falls to ground.  

StrangulaSon from 
rope or branch. 

Rope failure. 

Broken Branch or 
uprooSng of tree.

Children and staff 
members

Careful selecSon of climbing site. 
Persons to only climb if they choose, 
with no external help. Persons to only 
climb what they can down-climb. 
Persons to only climb to their own 
height. Trees not to be climbed in high 
winds or thunderstorms. 

MEDIUM

What are the 
hazards 

(i.e. what can cause 
harm)

Who might be 
harmed and how? 

(e.g. employees, 
pupils, members of 
the public, etc. and 

the significant 
risk(s))?

What exis4ng control measures are 
in place to reduce / prevent the 

risk? 
(i.e. what are you already doing?)

Considering 
exis4ng controls, 

what is the current 
risk level 

(i.e. high, medium 
or low – use the 
matrix above)

Further Ac4on to be taken to 
control the risk? 

(i.e. only record ac@on/addi@onal 
controls measures you are going to 

implement) 

Assigned to Completed  by 
whom & when

Name of Assessor Lucy Harris Signature

Name of Manager responsible for activity / 
process Anne-Marie Keane Signature
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Risk Assessment Review Log

Date Notes Assessor

Oct 2023 First RA prior to introducSon of Forest School Lucy Harris

Oct 2024 12 Month check and update Lucy Harris

March 2025 6 month update Lucy Harris

July 2025 Awareness of smoke and how it may affect others / neighbouring classroom consideraSon. D. Kite
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