
Promoting British Values in  
Croft Junior School 



What does 
promoting 

British 
Values in 
schools 
mean? 



“A key part of our plan for education is to ensure children become 
valuable and fully rounded members of society who treat others 
with respect and tolerance, regardless of background.” 
 
“We want every school to promote the basic British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual 
respect and tolerance for those of different faiths and beliefs.” 
 
“This ensures young people understand the importance of 
respect and leave school fully prepared for life in modern Britain.” 
 
DfE 2014 

Guidance on promoting British values in 
schools was published 27th November 2014 



• an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-  
making through the democratic process  
• an understanding that the freedom to hold other faiths  
and beliefs is protected in law 
• an acceptance that people having different faiths or beliefs 
to oneself (or having none) should be accepted and 
tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or 
discriminatory behaviour 
• an understanding of the importance of identifying 
and combatting discrimination 

Examples of the understanding and knowledge 
pupils are expected to learn include: 



Rule of 
Law 

  



• include British Values in suitable parts of the curriculum - as 
appropriate for the age of pupils - material on the strengths, 
advantages and disadvantages of democracy, and how 
democracy and the law works in Britain, in contrast to other 
forms of government in other countries 
• ensure all pupils within the school have a voice that is listened to, and 
demonstrate how democracy works by actively promoting 
democratic processes such as a school council whose members are 
voted for by the pupils 
• use opportunities such as general or local elections to hold mock 
elections to promote fundamental British values and provide 
pupils with the opportunity to learn how to argue and defend 
points of view 
• consider the role of extra-curricular activity, in promoting 
fundamental British values 

Examples of actions schools can take to 
promote British values are to : 



What do British Values mean 
to our school? 



Teaching British Values in our curriculum --- 

What do we teach?   



Democracy  
 
•  To understand and respect the  
     democratic process  
• To understand how they can  
     influence decision making  
     through a democratic process  
• To understand how to argue  
     and defend a point of view  
• To understand the importance  
    of team work 



• School council whose members are voted on.  
• Pupil Voice  
• In topic lessons, children are asked ‘What do I      

know already and what do I want to learn?’  
• Learning Powers - Children discuss and decide 

how to be  effective learners together / how to 
create a positive learning environment for one 
another.  

• Children, at the  beginning of the year, 
complete work and discuss class rules, in 
addition to the school rules. 

• Debate (Argue and defend a point of view) –
Children are asked to Give reasons for choices 
made. ‘’Why do you think that? …’’ 



 
PSHE curriculum:  
 
1. To exercise choice and the right to decide  
2. To discuss and debate topical issues in both small and larger groups  
3. To contribute to the life of the class & school; e.g. classroom  monitors, 
Green Gladiators, School Council, House Captains.            
4. Become aware of and respect the different opinions of others  
5. Offer simple ideas or opinions about real school issues.  
6. Be confident to try new activities, initiate ideas and speak in a familiar 
group.  
7. Consider the consequences of their words and actions for others. 
 
P.E and school sport:  
 
1. Team games taught for striking & fielding, net and invasion games  
2. Team games and working with others developed at playtimes- linked to 
P.E. lessons  
4. A range of extra-curricular activities  
  



Moral strand of our PSHE curriculum:  
 
1. To manage their feelings in a positive way  
2. Understand how rules help them; e.g. The School Rules, classroom 
learning rules  
3. Agree and follow rules for their groups and classroom  
4. To respect property- personal and public  
5. To recognise the difference between right and wrong  
6. To understand behaviours which are helpful and unhelpful to 
make all children feel safe and happy  
7. To set personal goals  
8. To understand the roles of others in society e.g. people in our local 
community/people who help us. 



 
The rule of law  
 
•  Ability to recognise the  
     difference between right &  
     wrong and apply this to their  
     own lives  
•  Ability to accept responsibility  
     for their behaviour  
•  To understand the  
     consequences of their  
     behaviour and actions  
•  Ability to resolve conflicts  
     effectively  
•  Understand how they can  
     contribute positively to the  
     lives of those living and working  
     in the locality and society more  
     widely  
•  To understand that living under  
     the rule of law protects them  
     and is essential for their well- 
     being and safety. 

http://welearntoday.com/common-law-vs-civil-law/


 
.  Assemblies focus upon The School Rules  
.   All staff follow our school behaviour policy to manage learning behaviours  
.   House points and weekly House Point Award 
• Merit system 
.   Classroom rules  
.   Circle time discussions  
.   Individual behaviour/management plans  
.   Friendship club 
 
Behaviour Policy  - We have high expectations about pupil conduct and this is reflected 
in our Behaviour Policy.  There are rewards for exhibiting good and caring  behaviour and 
consistent demonstration of our values is recognised through such things as ‘House of the 
Week’ awards. 

 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fguylainesplayhousedaycare.weebly.com%2Fcircle-timeflannel-board-stories.html&ei=hdovVd0sxdXtBqvVgKgG&bvm=bv.91071109,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEj6MCAJ8Ez93eKvqaSdPy1-h2CWA&ust=1429285883705643


Individual liberty  - To understand rights & responsibilities  
 
•      School Rules  

. Positive behaviour system  - used in all classrooms to manage   
learning behaviours  
. Circle time discussions  
. Classroom rules 

 

• Through our school values and PSHE lessons, children are taught about 
personal responsibility, choices, ambition and aspiration.  They are 
encouraged to take opportunities to follow their interests in music, sport 
etc. 

• Our Protective Behaviours lessons taught have specific units relating to 
individual liberty including ‘Rights and Responsibilities’ 

• Children are taught how to keep themselves safe, including on-line.  This is 
done through computing lessons and assemblies, as well as through the 
PSHE curriculum. 

 



Citizenship strand of PSHE curriculum:  
 
. To know about different groups they belong to and the important  
people and roles within them.  
 
. To develop a sense of responsibility and set a personal target.  
 
. Offer simple ideas or opinions about real school issues.  
. To develop an understanding of the rights and responsibilities of 
children.  
 
. Have a developing awareness of their own needs, views and feelings 
and be sensitive to the needs, views and feelings of others. 
  
. Consider the consequences of their words and actions for others. 
 



Mutual respect & tolerance of those with different faiths 
and belief  

 
. Reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise  
that inform their interest in and respect for different people’s 
faiths, feelings and values 
  
. Reflective about their own experiences  
 
. Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about 
moral and ethical issues and being able to understand and 
appreciate the viewpoints of others  
 
. Use a range of social skills in different contexts, including 
working and socialising with pupils from different religions, 
ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds  
 
. Participate in a variety of communities and social settings, 
cooperating well with others  



 
Mutual respect and tolerance through our PSHE curriculum:  
 
. Identify and respect similarities and differences between people including 
physical appearance, culture, family, religion and language  
 
. Begin to know what bullying is, that there are different types of teasing and 
bullying and that bullying is hurtful and wrong – Anti-Bullying assemblies 
 
. Learn how to respond appropriately to bullying  
 
. Respond positively to the diversity and similarity of individuals and groups, 
including questioning stereotypes  
 
. Have a positive self-image and show that they are comfortable with 
themselves.  
 
. Have a developing awareness of their own needs, views and feelings and be 
sensitive to the needs, views and feelings of others. 



R.E. curriculum:  
Appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further 
afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain.  
 
Understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity as shown by their 
tolerance and attitudes.  

Children share experiences of different festivals.  
 

Opportunities in lessons to: 
•  To understand beliefs and teachings  
•  To understand practices and lifestyles  
•  To understand how beliefs are conveyed  
•  To explore family routines and customs  
•  To reflect  
•  To develop understanding values  
•  To talk about similarities and differences between families, communities 

and traditions  
•  Visits to different places of worship  



French curriculum:  
 
1. To understand the French culture  
2. To know the similarities and differences between themselves and 
others and among families, communities and traditions  
 
 
  
 
History curriculum:  
 
1. To investigate and interpret the past  
2. To build an overview of world history  
 
 
  
 
Geography curriculum:  
 
1. To map where all families live/ come from  
2. To compare Britain  with other countries around the World. 
 



 
PSHE themes: 
 
 
1 New beginnings – Values - Friendship Thoughtfulness, caring  
 
2 Getting on and falling out – Values - Co-operation Patience, 
understanding  
 
3 Going for goals  - Values - Responsibility Rights, trust  
 
4 Good to be me – values - Honesty Trust, humility  
 
5 Relationships – Values -  Respect Tolerance, understanding  
 
6 Changes – Values - Courage Hope 
 
7 Preventive Education Curriculum 
 



Teaching British Values in our curriculum 



• Understand the importance of respect 
• Learn to treat others with respect and tolerance  
• Promote democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual 

respect and tolerance for those of different faiths and beliefs. 
•   citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic process  
•   understand the freedom to hold other faiths and beliefs is protected in law 
•   learn acceptance and tolerance of different faiths or beliefs to oneself  
•   understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting  
   discrimination 
•   strengths, advantages and disadvantages of democracy,  
• how democracy and the law works in Britain, in contrast to other forms 

of government in other countries 
•   actively promote democratic processes such as a school council  
•   learn about general or local elections and hold pupil elections  
• learn how to argue and defend points of view 
•   extra-curricular activities 

AN OVERVIEW 




